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Upcoming Week 
 

❖ Please pray for the newly departed Alexei, Yannis, Alan and Nikolai, and the 
sick Rachel, Peter and Monica. 

 

❖ Saints’ days in Greek and English 
 

❖ Bilingual texts and music for daily services 
 

❖ Archdiocesan Sunday Bulletin and Services (Holy Wisdom Cathedral, London) 
 

 

 
 

Events & Announcements 
 

Please remember to dress warmly for services this winter! 
 
A retiring collection will be taken after each liturgy during Advent. This year’s 
donations will benefit SOS Children’s Villages. This UK charity acts worldwide to 
support children whose parents cannot care for them, for example in Ethiopia 
where conflict in the northern Tigray region began a year ago. Tragically the conflict 
is widening and children are living in increasingly perilous circumstances.  
 

Many of you will have noticed that Metropolitan Kallistos is not able to attend as 
many services now. To make sure everyone has a chance to wish him well, we are 
assembling a Community Christmas card for him. It will be available to sign in 
church during December up until Christmas Day, and we will also print and include 
any additional messages sent to the editor via email. We especially encourage 
children in the community to bring drawings, coloured-in pictures and letters! 
 

Sunday 12 December is the feast of St Spyridon. Thou didst lend wings to thy 
mind with the fire of the Spirit, wounded by love for Christ. Thy practical work was 
the practice of contemplation, O inspired Spyridon. Thou didst become a divine 
altar, imploring illumination for all. (Kontakion, Second Tone) 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.saint.gr/index.aspx
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2014/12/saints-and-feasts-of-december.html
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQ098QijtzqjeHNELptFKIuSCrJtuiwN/view
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIQ_JGs0Qt7nn5kBTc1c-cA
https://www.soschildrensvillages.org.uk/
mailto:community@holytrinityoxford.org.uk
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2012/12/saint-spyridon-resource-page.html


Sunday of the Holy Forefathers 
 

 

 

Singing in the service for this day ‘the God-pleasing life’ 
of the Old Testament righteous men, the Holy Church 
thus represents our intellectual look at the whole 
universe of great virtues, such as: the God-loving 
gentleness and meekness of the first martyr in the world, 
Abel, the holy zeal for the glorification of the name of 
God, Enos, the high divine thinking and the fear of God, 
Enoch, the firmness in faith and piety, Noah among the 
general depravity of his contemporary world, the 
wonderful faith and obedience to the word of God, 
Abraham, filial obedience, Isaac up to the preparation to 
be offered as a burnt offering according to the command 
of God, the kind domestic bravery, Sarah, the 
penetrating maternal love, Rebecca, the mild humility, 
Jacob who earned the rage of Laban and Esau, the holy 
chastity, Joseph who was more than ready to suffer and 
die, rather than to sin before God, the unhampered 
invincible patience in the sufferings and misfortunes,  

Job, the meek, wise leadership, Moses and Samuel, the inspiring courage through 
faith, Joshua son of Nun, Barak, and Gideon, the high self-sacrificing love for their 
country and people, Judith and Esther, the plaintive and contrite repentance, David 
and Manasseh, the ascetic and divinely intellectual life, Elijah and Elisha, the zeal for 
the glory of God of the holy prophets, the unhampered invincible dedication to the law 
of God and unusual patriotism of the three youths in Babylon and the rest of the good 
deeds of all the other Old Testament men we celebrate, ‘of whom the world was not 
worthy’ (Hebrews 11:38).  
 

According to the teaching of St Gregory the Theologian, each of these virtues stand by 
themselves ‘as a special way to salvation, and undoubtedly results in any one of the 
everlasting and blessed abodes; for as the generations of life are various, so the 
abodes of God are many (John 14:2), and in them are divided and assigned everyone 
according to his worthiness. Therefore let one fulfil his virtue, one to another, the other 
of the many, and whoever, if it is possible, and in everything; only let everyone go 
without stopping, let everyone strive forward and follow steadily in the steps of the 
good leaders, who directly leads a path for him, and makes his way through the narrow 
gate (Matthew 7:14) to lead to the heights of the blessed heaven.’ (Sergei V. Bulgakov) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Registered Charity no. 1011772 
 

 
 

Please remember 
Holy Trinity Parish 
in your prayers… 

 

Greek Orthodox Parish of the Holy Trinity,  
1 Canterbury Road, OXFORD, OX2 6LU 
Website: www.holytrinityoxford.org.uk 
Fr Ian: frian@holytrinityoxford.org.uk 

Subscribe: maillist1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk 
Editor: community@holytrinityoxford.org.uk 
Council: president1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk 
Donation: treasurer1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk 

https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2012/12/sunday-of-holy-forefathers-of-christ.html
http://www.holytrinityoxford.org.uk/
mailto:frian@holytrinityoxford.org.uk
mailto:maillist1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk
mailto:community@holytrinityoxford.org.uk
mailto:president1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk
mailto:treasurer1@holytrinityoxford.org.uk

